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Department Description 
The Franklin County Municipal Court Clerk is the legal custodian for the accurate 
and timely processing and safe keeping of court records and funds. Fundamental 
to American jurisprudence, the Clerk is the essential impartial entity in the judicial 
system. Where the fifteen judges dispense justice, the Clerk is required to 
perform the administrative tasks associated with their legal interpretations and 
judgments. The Clerk delivers the public services in “the people’s court” by 
offering information and support regarding all criminal, traffic, environmental and 
civil cases filed in the court. Continual services regarding the status of cases, 
preparing numerous dockets, processing thousands of legal documents, 
receipting and disbursing funds as well as processing bails are relied upon 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Law enforcement agencies, the Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles, attorneys, the City Attorney’s Office, the County Prosecutor and the 
Public Defender’s Office are just a few of the judicial agencies that rely on the 
Clerk’s services so that they may continue their services. 
 
Mission 
To impartially and professionally deliver the required administrative public 
services so that the judicial system may adequately function. 
 

 
Strategic Priorities for 2003 

 
 
• Enhance services by developing technological advancements for easier 

accessibility: 
o Implement law enforcement Kiosk to speed up the prisoner slating 

process 
o Send all subpoenas to Columbus police officers via e-mail 
o Provide pre-trial notices to the public in court rooms 
o Issue traffic citations electronically 
o Automate telephone payment services 

 
• Continue vigilantly to collect all dollars owed the city from court costs and 

fines 
 
• Continue character and competency leadership initiatives to encourage 

cooperation, unity and teamwork for a highly diverse work force 
 

City of Columbus 2003 Budget  10-1 



Municipal Court Clerk 

2003 Budget Issues 
 
 

• The Municipal Court Clerk’s 2003 general fund budget includes funding of 
$8,592,057 for 172 full-time positions. 

 
• Efforts to collect unpaid fines and costs will continue in 2003; however 

funding for these activities have been shifted to a special revenue fund 
created by the City Auditor to handle fees charged for collection of 
delinquent amounts.  The Clerk estimates the general fund savings to 
approach $420,000 in 2003. 

 
• The Municipal Court Clerk will continue to explore opportunities to use 

technology to improve service and communications to the public.  
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